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of a host of cha.mpi.ons, to whom the "fair vestal
throned by the west " is a mere politician, sexless, Cold-
blooded, and repulsive.

In 1564 Mary, as yet fancy-free, was seeking to
match herself on purely political grounds. She, wan
not so fastidious as Elizabeth, for she does not seem
to have troubled herself at all about personal qualities,
if a match seemed otherwise eligible. The Haiuiitons
pressed Arran upon her. But he was a Protestant.
He was not heir to any throne but that of Scotland ;
and, though a powerful family in Scotland, the Ilumil-
tons could give her no help elsewhere. Philip, who,
now that the Guises had become his protfajfo, was ICKB
jealous of her designs, wished her to marry bin cousin,
the Archduke Charles of Austria. But this prince,
whom Elizabeth professed to ftm! too much of a
Catholic, was, in the eyes of Mary and her more
bigoted co-religionists, too nearly a Lutheran ; and .she
doubted whether Philip cared enough For him t,o risk
a war for establishing him and herself upon the Mn^-
lish throne. For this reason the husband on whom
she had set her heart was Don Carlos, Philip's own,
son, a sort of wild beast. But Philip received her
overtures doubtfully ; the fact being that he could nut
trust Don Carlos, whom he eventually put to death.
Catherine de' Medici loved Mary as little an nhe did
the other Guises, but the prospect of the Spanish
match filled her with such terror that she proponed to
make the Scottish Queen her daughter-in-law a second
time by a marriage with Charles IX., a lad untie*-
thirteen, if she would wait two years for him.

On the other hand, Elizabeth impressed upon Mary